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INTERVIEN WITH COLOREL GARDES & 1T. TCLIXZL CEURBUCH
4 NOV 1900 AT COLONEL GARDES' QUARTZRS IN ARIINITIN m

UBING MaPS AND FIRIINAL WOT=3.

Well Col. /Thub./ you had cemmand of one battelion of the
36tk 1 believe?

Yes the 2nd.

And first of all you went sver to Znglund.

We dida't ;o0 toc Englacd at all we were in Northerz Irzlend
for two cr three weeks and then we went to Scotland fsr the
last two or tnree days of preparation.

Were ycu always part of the 36tk or were you & sepsrsie
battalion und jeoinped them.

Yo, oy battalion wes one of the origiasl twe but all ihree
were integral parts of the regiment we were never called
separates tattalicnas.

We went to Northern Ireland. You arrived there in Sept 42,
No - we gailed from Staten Ieland the 25th of September

we arrived there about the 10th or l2th of October.

So you were just a couple of weeks in the British Isles

before sailing for Nerth Africa.



Col. Chub:

Col. Shot:

Col. Chub:
Col. Shot:
Col. Chub.
Col. Shots

Col. Chub:

Col. Shot:

Col. Chub:

Yos
So - Really you don't know acythinzg abcut the Engineer
cperations ia the British Isleg?

No.

. L ; P |
Purely lecal affairs ss far as you were concer=zed. \ 1 .

¥ oA
I'Lb ;
Yes, we did no Enginesr deork in <he British Isles. H##,ff#ﬁﬂ
_'_'__'_____,_.--""- A 1
What sort of carps did you atay in? ﬂ};x“

—— =
We stayed iz somg Fissen huts thit had te be put up fer

us in Seotland. — ._/'!

About these Nissens there have been in the reports and
records o USAFEI & ETOUSA that there were great ar; z=nts
of the various Americanm authorities and the Britizsh on the
quarters or the space allotmeat %tc American Troopa.
Apparently as far as I ¢an see there was about the seme
space alloted tc a giren unmlt but the Britieh sub-alotted
them differently then we did and an awful leot of trouble
was raised over this. DJid you see anything of this?

All I rezerber was that our men were crowded I didn't
l;l-; in a Nissen myself. The officers lived ino tke,

what used to be the menor, practically a castle, of the

eatate,
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But: your men felt that they were there tem-orarily ani Thiat
they were there ln PBrifaln op thelr wey tc g Thaatesr.-

Tes, They comrialined quite citterly &oceout the food. The
fopd was monsteoncusz and met up te ity Lsuel #tendaris,

They were crowded and ecld. The gusrters ware not well
heated. The Nissen

But as far as space ithey just tock it

Syure, they kme. it was tenperary.

It wasn't as if they were geolng into barracks in =his
country for three or fcur years.

No.

Well then from Britalo you went down and landed near Algiers.
Yaa, just outside the Bay of Algl-rs.

What did you do there.

The usuel mmsd work of the Enginsers, prepared the scit
roadweys, got our bull-dozers & equipment in and dmpreved
the whaadu. helped to unload lending craft. Incidently
a comment oz Engineer operations there. Two of our oifficers
tried to use bull dorers to push off broached landing craft,

with thes result that they completely drowped two bull dczers



Col. Shot:
Col. Chub:
Col. Shot:
Col. Chub:
Col. Shot1

c-&l 0 Eh.bl

Cel. Shot:

Cole Chub:

Col. Shot:

and we mever got thé. going agzsin, It wes 4 aistake

to run tahen irto the water tryiag %o h=lp th:tﬂ'{i::Zl
off, Corcenting on Zn ineer suptlies, We tried to use
the netting for road conatruction apd it was inadegudte
it was improved later - sev=ral of the thirgs ws thought
would be good turned ocut later to be nct sc good.

In other words y.u used the Summarfeld netting?

Yes the Sunmerleld.

You would have preferred the F.S5.F.

Yes, but we never did pet 1it.

Oh, I thought you had it at Selermoc or Anmezio

Nol I may ﬁ; of f on that but I don't remember it, C:l.
Gardes will tell you better.

Well now you speak about using your bull dezers at D
or D plus I at Algiers. Where did you get your bull-
doters? Did you bring them with you from the States.
Yes, our bulldozers wer: H-4s they were shipped in

from the states with us.

What did you do af'ter the beaches and aflter the surmistice.



Cal. Chib1 We moved our Headquarders into the Iitzle Tcam of
Pirt de lhau? that's near the South dsstera pars
the Bay of Algiers. ['ve forgotten =he 2xact #ijtence -
We stayed there and did rcad weork and ether ecomstruction
around the Maiscn Elanche Airport - later we zoved aase
started work on a new airfield 3 or 4 or 5 llltffour
landing beaches and i%t wsas at that time Coel. Lolconns
started agitating or started action to take this batielica
of mine which nad been ssparated frocm the regizent Zor quite
a while and make ap AVN battalion out of 1t. That dida't
work., We did the normal engineer werk. Ino February we went
from Aigiers up into Tunisia up near Conetantize there we

. did mostly road work trne patehing of macadam roads.

Cel. Shot: Were you with the regizent when they plugged the ¥asserin
Fuss, or was it the JEth.

Coel. Chub: That was not ours, we saw no Action after the landizgs -
we got into no metiom. .

Col. Shot: Did you act simply ma a shore ragimemt - or did you sct as
div Ecgineer for thdviliunl-

Col. Chuba Wo acted as a shore regiment not as Diveion EZngineer
because the division had no fighting in the neightorhkeod

of Algiers after the irst day end there was no necessity

for extending ocur Enginme:=r work.



Cel. -hot:

Col. Ghubs
Col. 3hoti

Col. Chub:

cul- Shﬁtt

Cel. Chuba

Col. Shotwell:

Col. Chub:

Col. Shot:

Sc all you did wag the creatlon of exits from the Temch,
clsaring of paths througr the tesgh and trerarstize of
depots or dumps on the bSeaczh.

Yos - Yes that's rlzht,

Then after Constantine you joined the regiment?

Yes mbber we loft Cconstartins about the 10th of Yay and
joined the reziment about the 12th of ¥ay-

Phat did you do im preparaticen for Sieily.
Pe—tririnsily-mawsd, the other two battalions hed donme
some preparation which Col. Gardes can tell you about

we moved {rom Cram up to Bizarte. We did the expectsd
kinds of training we hed some besch work. We hai one

or two rehersels operations wi th landing crait., We did
consideratle plasning there wus the loading of our
squipment oo luading craft me had one or two landiny craft.
The landing cralt were changed abtout that time weren't
they?

Yes. For the Sicilian orerstion we had LI:T.'..; l‘.z"."s
that we had not had in North Africa,

What did you have in North Africa - the Higrins bcats

uin:l:,r-f
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Cel.

Col.

Col.

Col.

Chub:

Shot:

Bhub:

Shet:

Chub:

Shot:

Col. Chubi

Col. Shotwell;:

Col.

Chubt

Yes - IOV. Pa ICMe FHigcing boats 038 Fersoonael
bosats with Pergonnel ramps.

Whet did yeou do &shore im &ieily?

Well mgain? we did shore worik we were & shore ragiment,
we opersted the dusps, we assigtzd wenicles serosa the
benches and there we continued to operats the dumps, we
did mot do ecmbit Enpiceer werk im Bicily.

It was all practically all 805 work that you did ino
Siegilyl?

Yae,

Then lsts lesve Ttely until Col. Gardes comes back asd
Juwnp to the besches on ta Sguthern Feance sod
up the Bhone tc the Rhine., I believe Col. Gardes had
left the regiment st that time but went inte Southara
Frence with you.

1 don't remexber when ne left us, Yes ws had parted
company by thet time. Ees was with Hsadguartars

&rzy and I went on with the regiment.

Ha to0old ze that he went asnore with you on the bescnes
in France but ws an Hesdyuarters olficer for old times
sals .,

Yea that's right.




Col. Shot: Well lets go ahead from thers whet i1 yod 2o 32 a9 Seacnes
in Southern Fraace.

Col. Chubi Well osur regiment wes s pretty cepsile -cutfit with the
whole beach group, atout 3,00C or 10,00, we had attached
to us snd under the command of the regiment coxpander
of the 36th we had a ¢:nrtermuntar':E7L{}-L“ Batt=lion
Ordnance m‘ﬂu. Sigral Em;::::htﬂtm-htt speraticn
of the dumps. When Marseilles was clenred tie Regizent
Headgquarters and one Sattalion (Cel. Jardes cen check me
on this His memory for details 1is Setler than mine , went
{nto Marseilles and helped clear that port ares, Aporox-
{mately a month after the landings the iwo parta =f the
regiment wént notth and were joined in France golimg up
in France. I don't reicemcar the date.

Col. Shot: About Dijon.

Col. Chub:s 1 could show you if i had & zap of France, but it was,
we didu't go into Dijon. I believe it was as 1 remex-
ber it was asocuth of Dijen.

Col. Shot: What sort of work did you do as you went up the valley?

Col. Chub: Well, all we did going up wss just get up there.




Col. Shotwell: Just gt up thare

Col. Chubs: Just get up thare, bacuuse ws nel ztaysd Teaisd wnile

4

task force Butier =i stger conbat outlits had dasmed
&8 Past ag they coulil,

Col, Shot: Well, then somewhere up &t ths bend of the Ehone, tne
two parts o!f tha rezigect joined tezether snd you wens
on from there

Col. Chubs Went on from thers as corpe enginesr iroops.

Col. Shot: and what sort of werk did you do thers in the northern
part of the Rhone, the southern cf" the Rhine?

Col, Chub: We did the uzuml corps of engineers duties.

Col. Shotwell: Which corps were you with?

Col. Chub: €th Corpa

Col. Shotwell: ZThat was Colonmel Thonas?

Cal. Chubs Colonel Thomes's corpa

Col. Shots On that fall-bacx, retirsment of Tth army in the Vosgss,

dld you gs ints iafantry work?

Col. Chubs We wers in the line as iﬁi"a"trj % ﬂﬂ{/w

Col,. Garden: Do you want to start off at the landing inm ‘,u ] =
Col. Shotwslls Well, yes, we - the regiment es I understand it _w=s

organized in Platisburg under Colonmel Theomas end then




Gol. Gardes:

Col. Shotwell:

Col, (Cardes:

brought down to Bregg for the Carclins mameuvers and

then after that you got assigned %o the Jeb of englnears
for the task force?

Yes, after the Carclina maneuvers, we returned to Flattis-
burg on the afterncom of the day on which Pearl Harbor
was being bombed. The regiment spent the next three
months at Plattsburg. However, part of the regiment was
sent down to New England to assist in the coast cefense.
Then in March the regiment was transferred to Trage

whare they were attached to the $th Divisiono and
participated in the amphibious training with ths “th
Division. Ino Aungust a third bsttalion was sent down

from Camp Zdwards to join the regiment and became & part
of the regiment from there on (the 3d Battaliom).

Was 1t one of amphibious reg. battalions, or was it
especially created to be your 3d Battalion?

Well, it was made up from the pecple available at Zdwards,
It was given a designation that elready existed thers, but
it was mostly thrown together so that when it errived at
Bragg it was going through a shake-cown process, JAfter ita
arrival it jJoined in the amphibious training with ths

10




Col, Shotwell:

Col. Gardes:

Col, Shotwell:

el

le

Gardas:

9th Mvision, Very shortly after that ke one batta''on
of the regiment, the 2d Battalion, Zeft wiih & coxtal team
from the 9th Mvigon to go to England. Col. Chubbuck
told you that story. The regiment, less the 24 Battaliom,
then moved up to Camp Pickett, where it participated in a
landing operstion with the 3d Division in what twrned out
to be the final trisl run prior to the invasicn =f Africa,
You had quite a 1ittle bit of training on unloading ships
snd beach cperstions on that Chesapeake Bay trial runs.
Yse, I would say we had almost six months of continuocus
training., During that six months pericd, the regiment as
a whole was not training continucusly, but we had
comparies and battalions who were away tralning with unite
of the 9th Division so that they had quite & considerable
amount of training, I would like to menticn ome thing.
Oor training was primarily in tha beach opersticns, rather
than in ship unloading. We did have some people Iin what
were called ship platoons who were left aboard the ship to
asgist in its unloading.

Well, when you got over to North Afrieca you went ashore
in and arocund Fedela.

That's right,




Col. Shotwell:

Tcl. Cardes:

cﬂl- ﬁlﬂmu -

hll Euﬂ“ H

Ccl, Shotwell:

And there you acted as the beack partles,

That's correct. We landed with tha 1)d Bat4alion on the
laft in the arez adjacent Wadi Nefifik. The 1lst Battalion
was on the right toward the town of Pedels itself. They
were working in an area varying from 1 to 3 miles north
of the towm along the beackes. The companies of the 1st
Battalion, particularly those on the right, were undar
consideratle fire from & Franch battery, which was located
in the area of the oil tanks at Fedela. Those battaries
wers active until the afterncon of the day of the lending
and kept the beaches under rather heavy fire, so much so
that there was one DSC and L silver stars earmed for that
day's work on the beach, in addition to a number of
purple hearts.

Was, I don't remember exactly, but did the 36th take part
in neutralising of that battery?

No, except to the extent of contacting the infantry and
calling for fire on the battery which assisted in imeocking
out the battery. The 36th itself did not get in on that,
There was one of those batteriss on the point that was
taken out by a party in the enginsers where members of it

tock an actual assault on the battery.




Gol.

Col. Shotwelly

Col.

des:

Cardes:

It was, well, I'm nov sure whether it was tnme -6tk or
whathar it was the 10%h engineare who zlso czme achops
with the 3d Ddvision.

I doen't remsmber anything sbout thatt

There was one thing ebout the landing cperstion, It was
different in every respect {rom whkat cur traimins had
led us to expect. We had treiped in the Chesapeaks wiere
there are practically ne tides and the sea is relatively
calm, As you probably noted from your reading of the
Cassblanca landing the heavy seas nearly caused the
landing to be called off. Also, there was a tide of
arcund 1l feet. The result of that was that the landing
eraft coming in, if they hit the tesch on a falling tide
and weren't unloaded immediately, would be grounded, and
once a landing craft was grounded it was gone from there
on. At ths end of the first day's operaticm, approxi-
mately half of the landing craft hai bsen wrecked along
ths coast.

Another obstacle was presented by the soft sand on
the beach., We landed with only light tulldozers. Our
Oi's wers taken away at Norfolk and we came 4in light
All{s-Chalmers tractors that Just could not operate in
the soft sand. The tractors could hardly move themselves
across the beach with the result that when the vehicles

would come in on the landing craft and bog down in the
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sand it was a gquestion of getting the manrower to push
them across the beach. Another problem was presented oy
the high dunes back of the beach and while we dozad
severeal roads over the dunes it was a terrific Job getiing
vehicles over the dune lines and intec the adjacent field
from which they could move to existing roads. The problems
wa faced on the landing were beycond anything anticipated
in our training in the States. On the afterncon of the
day of the landing and on the second day the seas becans
very heavy, so much so that at least one boat overtuned
as it approachad the beach with rasulting lossess. Ths
weather became 30 bad the second day that the besches
were shut down and the operaticns moved into the little
port of Fedala,

The port did not lend itself to unlosding operations,
No means of transportation existed except a railroad spur
which had been rendered uselese by demolition, There was
only one deep spot in the harbor and that was a hole nsar
the tank farm that was dug for a tarnker to {loat in a= the
tides rose and fell. Landing ¢raft had to came alongside
a fish pier or a small pler pear the oil docks. It was
very difficult unloading those craft because they were




12 or 1ii feet below the surface of wuha dock, S0 Lhaz
evaryithing that was in the landing =rsft had to be
secured to a rope and be Rend tulled up to the lavel
of the deck. Our troublas really started after we un-
lpaded tha suppliss onto the dock. 41l of our trans-
portation was taksn awsy from us at Norfolk is favor
of tactical transportation for the troops with the
result that we had no msans of moving the supplias
that wo unloaded on 4ha beachas or the docks away frmn
the waterside. The natural thing happensd in that ths
unloading area was soon clogged with suppliss. Our
reconnaissance parties discoversd several old trucks
and trailers in Fedale which wers put to work hauling
suppliss away from the unloading area. Zecause of the
lack of transportation it was several days before we
could clear the unloading area and operate on aoything
avan appreaching an efficlent basis.

The lesson we learned .it Fedala became very
valuable later on because it caused us in our future
invasion plans always to make provisions for trans-
portation to move the suppliss amay from ths water's
@dge as they were landed in asssult landings, and naver
let ourselves get bogged down on tha beachas tha way wa

did thare,
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Cel.

Cols

Col,

Col.

Shotwall:

Gardes:

Shotwell:

How did that thinkding get into osur logist:ical plamning,
or lack of plamning, taldng away all trsnsportation
from tha anginsers and all bheavy equipment?

That was because of the greater weight that had been given
to the tactical angles of the landing.

I'a not thinking only of there but of the gemeral =lip

that we made at that time, After all, we had tha arpariance
or should have had the experience of that landing at Dieppe,
I think the answer to that goes back to the concept of the
training we had in the States which was based on the

Marine aspproach. That was that as landing craft are beached
a gang of men would unload it by pas=sing boxes and suppllies
fram the boat tc the water's edge and pile them on the
beach, During the training in thes States the concept of
transportation to haul supplies away [rom ihe water's edge
was pnever thought of seriously. The first cooception of
mobility on the beaches was sametihing I saw down at
Solomon's Island, Maryland, the summer before the landing
in Morocco whan "C" Compamy was operating the beach.
Sevaral of the 0QI's who were thorcughly worm out carrying
boxes and supplies across the beach gathered together

same driftwood and made up a sled resembling the stone
boats used in New England. Thay hooked the sled to a bull-
dozer and started moving the sled down to tha water's edge

15




Col, Shotwsll:

where they would pile &mmunition boxes on the slisd and
haul them inland,

Another thing that reflects the viewpoint =f the
summer before the landing was the devalopment =f various
colored teach panels to mark beach areas for classas of
supplies, such as POL, Ordpance, ete,, the idea being
that a boat loaded with a partisular type of suprliass,
such as POL, would land as clesa as possibls to ths FOL
marker, and that the supplies from thes boat would be
hauled across the beach, a matter of a mndred or so feet
and stacked st the panel carrying that marking.
Obviously, &n approach of that type contemplated the
movament of only a limited amount of supplies, that is,
that smount that could be hand-moved by the engilnesrs
available oo the beach. The landing at Casablanca em-
phasized the necessity for mechanical aids such as trucks
and cranes to move the necessary tonnage of supplies across
a beach and into dumps tc support the operaticn of a task
force of LO to 50,000 men.
fisll, you know that raises a point, and it is rather in-

teresting becauss Tom Stanlaey and Frank ox and I went
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Col, Gardan:

Col.
Col.

Shotwall:

Chubbuck:

into tha guastion of the necessity of veniclas and

ona thing and ancther right early 1o zet the atulfl
ACross,

We in the regziment had bean commizant of the neads of
mechanical aids for beach cperations and when it came

tima for loading for the invasion we urged most

strongly that we be given sufficient boat space to carry
our bulldogers and a limited number of cargo trucks so
that we could use them for the movement of suppliss
acroes the beach. THowever, in view of the scarciiy of
cargo space available, it was decided to glve thoss c=rzo
spaces to tha tactical troops. A bulldozer takes the same
gpece as & tank so the tanks were loaded and the bulldezars
laft behind. Such vehicles as were loadsd ware given to
the infantry with the result that on the Meroccan landing
we wars devoid of transport. We Just had no transpo-ta-
tion whatever tc assist us during the assault phass,

Md you have the same troubla?

Yes, wa had the same trouble. We were allowed ona jsec per
company, a&s I recall, in the inltisl stages with, T be-
lieve, only one or two trucks per company coming in on a

later list,




Col. Shotwall:

Col. Gardes:

Col, Shotwall:

Col. Gardas:

Col, Shotwell:

How much of that do you think was Fatton's or Vuller's
doing and how much the Port of Bew York, or did you 1sad
cut of Norfolk?

W%e loaded ocul of Norrolk,

You loaded ocut of Norfolk sc ycou didn't have any head-
aches from tha Fort of New York.

No, ths control of our convey was antirely cown at
Norfolk as far as I know., 1 might jump ahead at this
time to say that ths rathar bittsr experisnce that wa
had on the beaches on Morecce and that Jim had up in
Algiers reflected itself in the plamming for Sicily, where
Jim was with the planning group and very ably, by being
axtremely cantankerous, 1 think, managed to get sufficient
boat space so that we landed with an ample oumber of
bulldozers, DUKWs , which made their first appearance at
that time, and cargo trucks. We didn't hsve our full
complement of trucks but we did have sufficient so that
we could keep tha supplies off the beaches and move them
into ths dumpas,

I notice this aftermocn in speaking of Col. Colonns that
scmehow he got ons lot of 4O, I think it was, 6 by 6's

allotted to him in the earge space in gzoing inte Oran and
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Col, Cardes:

Sol. Shotwell:

Col, Gardes:

he said that thay were a gift Trom Jod t: awvery- ody.

He lost & lot of them pronte, but that thae fact that ha'd
got them were good trucks for evarybody to use % get

stuff in there, and I didn't realize that tra rest of you
bad lost yours.

We bhad lost ours sntirely. Our first motor assistance at
Fedala was not forthcoming until three or four days after
the landing.

If I remembar correctly, actually Tom Stanley's, Frank
Oxx's and my first coovoy we could plan for was ths D plus
6 coovay, so that D coovoy was campletely Muller's baty.

I say Muller, he being O-li Taskforce Hsadquarters - there
wore other people mixed up in ths loading plan. 0Of csourss,
on that Sicily cperation, you had Car Davidson who had

gone through the headache with you on the Moroccan landing.,
Tes, Gar's influence was undoubtedly felt. OCur planning,
though, was again with the 3d Division., We worked with the
3d Division on all the landing operations, and by that time
both organizations were some months older and we bad gone
through the earlier experience so that I think we were
somawhat wiser. As a result the allowances of boat space
for the Sicilian invasion provided for the necessary trans-
portation for the enginesers which did not exist in the
Casablanca ons,




Col. Shotwell: Of course, you alsc had the fact that tha poor infaniry
had discovered that if they didrn't allow you %o have
some transportation thay darned wall didn't get their
supplies when they got inland,

Col. Cardes: Well, yes, and we had mors 1ift aveilable for Siclily than
we did for the African landing.

Col. Chubbuck: There was no resemblance in the cperation betwaen thas
mmber of craft available . . .

Col. Shotwell: No, but I was also thinking thst you didn't have the
sane sales resistance.

Col, Cardas: No, wa had a different viewpoint, because by that ti:
we had worked with sach other, we knew each other, and
thers was more team work. I know as far as going into
Moro¢co, when we first teamed up with the 3d Division
at Fickett, we hadn't really had time to get to kmow each
other so the planning was much more difficult than it was
later on after we had operated with the division.

Col, Shotwell: let's go back a little bit. W¥e have got to Sicily but
let's go back a little bit. Aftar you had got ashore and
had gone inland from Fedala and they had captured
Casablanca and the armistice had occurred, what did the
regimental headquarters and the lst and 3d Battalions do?
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Col. Gardes: They operated the port of Fedala mntil the port at
Casablanca could be opensd up. OCne carge ship was docked
there at all times so that the regizecnt ucnloaded the sup—
plies off the ship and moved them inland to the dumps.

In additien, the reglment carried on mi=cellaneous
engineer tasks. For example, they put in reoads in an ares
between Fedala and Caszblanca that was to be made into a
recepticn center for the troops coming over in later
convoys. We alsc bad a compeny at Port lysutey repairing
a bricge over the Sabu River. The French in the fishiing
at Fort lyautey had tlown a couple of spans and after the
landing some concern was felt sbout the possibility of an
attack coming down from Spanish Moroceo. Thus, there was
somé urgency about getting that tridge repaired, whick wes
quite & substantial job.

Col, Shotwell: What was the matter with the 21st?

Col, Cardes: The 21st were out on the edge of the town, rehabilitating
the airport. The SLOth was in the port itself doing other
tasks., C Compamy of the 35th repaired the bridge. In
additicn to that we were conducting engineer recornaisance
cf all the roads and trailm north, up to the Spanish border.

Col. Shotwell: Who did the rehabilitsticn of the docks at Casablaneca?




Col., Cardes:

Cel, Shotwell:

Cel, Cardas:

Corps. Wz didn't do any work om the docks 3t _a=a-

blarce. Ours was engineer worx in the arsa norih of
Cassgblanca.

Well, them after your road recennaisance and things were
gettled down in westarn Uorocco, what did you de then?

We moved shortly after the first of the year tc tne Cork
forrest near Rsbat, whare wa formed part of the ressrve
that was avallable in the event of an attack fram

Spanish Morocco, While there we trained and performed
miscellznecus engineer tasks= including read meintenance,
Anong our engineer tasks wes the moving of the bridze north
of Rabat whick inc¢luded the erection of wire around ell the
plers and booby-trapping the wire so that the sabcieurs
couldn't get close toc the plers. The principal effecl

of our booby-iraps was to kill a few cows which the Cooms
whe were guarding the bridge found that they could put teo
good use. The regiment stayed in the Cork forrest betwsen
Febat and Fez until the latter part of February when the
3d Bettelion moved up te the beaches near Arzew and

started amphibious training. Several weeks after they moved,
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Col,

Col.
Col.

Chubtnick

Shotwell:

tardss:

the regimental headquarters and the lst Tettallion came up
to join them, Again we trained with the 3d Infantry
DBvision, A short time after we arrived at arzew ihe
24 Battalion cams back from Tunisis and Joined oz sc that
we had the regiment together for the first time since
landing in Afrdics. We trained on the beaches in the
Arzew-Mostagenum ares until Msy when we moved up tc the
plains south of Bizerte where we assembled and picked up
some equipment such as D-8's &nd cranes for ths landing
in Sieily. We also made cne final practice landing opera-
tien just prior to embarking. It sseme to me that we laft
Rizerte about the fifth of July. It may have been the 6th.
We were on the water about two days, I think; that would
have made it smctually about the 7th or Bth.
I think D-Dey was the 10th.
It was probably the éth and Tth we loaded. ©na of tha
things about the trip to Sicily that was outstanding was
the severe storm the day before the landing which
thoroughly scattered the convey. I went over on the
USS Bisceyne, which was the cammand ship. From the re-
ports that we were receiving cduring the storm it appesred
that we would be lucky if 60 per cemt of the flaet were
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ressgembled and gotten into positienm fer the lamiisg,
However, ihe weather zalmed down that nlght anc the con-
voy reassemtlad and was ip positicn Dy e next morning.
(o the landing we operated agein with the 3d [dvision
Task Force, which landed at Licata. The lst EHattalion
of the 36th landed oo the west side of the town on ad
Baach at the foot of cliffs with very difficult arits,
We were fully aware before the landing that that would be
a terribly difficult beach, and it was, The beack was
under fire for some hours after the battalion landsc,
Even after the fire lifted they had great difficulty in
preparing exit roads to the fields above the clififs and
thence for a mile across cultivated fields to an exisi-
ing read. Needless to say, ths movement of supplies off
the beach during the sarly stages of ihe landing was
very arduous and difficult. The beach was useful only
as a support beach for the assault and could not be used as
a supply beach.

The 3d Battalion of the 36ih landed on Yellow Beach
which was & mile and a half or two miles to the east of
the town (licata), and the 2¢ Battalion landed still

further esst on Flus Besch which was another mile and a

half or twe miles sast of Yellow Beach. Yallow Zsach
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turned out to ba an ideal beach. The sand was [imm,
there was an adequate amount of roam Jor the landing
craft and the water was deep anough for the craft to
ceme in reasonably near to the watar's adge. An axiste
ing road was only a matter of several hundred yards
back of the beach and the ground between the beach and
road was firm so that we wera &bls to put in adequate
exit roads from the beach to the highway in a shoru
tipe. We moved a great amount of supplies across Tellow
Besach during our cperations. Elue DSeach was a much less
satisfactory beach.

Tha landing in Sicily was a marked improvemeat over
the African landing and the improvement was due in no
ssall degres to the fact that we were able to bring in
transportation whizh emabled us to move supplies across
the beach to dumps. Our transportation consistad of a
limited number of both DUKWAs and trucks. 4Also, for the
first time we used cargoc nets as a means of paciaging our
cargo in its movement ashore., In operation two nets of
cargo would be placed in & DUEN by a ship's winch. The
DUKWN would then take off for the shore and move directly

into the appropriste dump whers the nstted cargo would be
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unloaded at the spot 1t was to e storzd. Ws usad
and the DUKNs with A frames which had Leen used %ic bring
the 10%s %o shore in the assault to 1ift ths loaded neus
from the DUKWNs in ths dumo. Thus, ws saved the manoal
labor of unloadins supplies from a beat and giling it on
the beach and later reloading it for the move tWw the dump.
Also, we saved unloading at the dump. We had procursd the
cargo nets on the Dasis of six per DUEN which we anti-
eipated using as followa: 2 on board ship being loaded,
2 on the DUXW enroute to or from the dump and 2 in the
tunp being unloaded. The plan proved highly successful
but axperience showed that we should provide for lossas,
Our trucks were used to unload the limited amount of loose
supplies which came to tha beaches in landing craft and for
unloading directly fram LCTs and LSTs which came inic ths
small harbor after the town was captured. By using our
transportation around the clock we ware able to kaeep ths
beaches clear and to move a far greater amount of supplises
than we at that time thought possibls.

¥nile I doubt that at Fedala we were successful in

landing more than 100 tons a day, which I tkink is & vwery
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gengrous astimats, in ths landing at Sizily with our
transportation we moved on the avsrags over 2,000 <ons

a day over the beaches, You zan sse the tremsddous
difference, As a result of ocur incraasad capabllity, we
were able to support the 3d Ddvision Task Force, wilch was
a matter of some 50 or 60,000 scldisrs with all their trans-
portation and equipment not only in their landing but also
in the subsequsnt operations inland. In addition to that
we had more leewsy with our people in that we ware not
tied down with the tremendous amcunt of maoual lator om
the beaches which previocusly had been reguired to ma-muslly
bandle supplies,

In other words our work capacity, our flexibility and
mansuverability was tremendously increased. This enabled
us to use part of the regiment for other missions, We
gsent C Company up to Caltanissetta to set up and cperate
a supply cdump there. Later om we sent amother detaciment
to Nera and operated a supply there. Also, about a waek
after thes landing the 3d Battalion opsned up the port of
Bupedocle, which was about 30 miles west of Iicata and
agsisted in the supply of the 82d Adrborme Division which
was attacking west slong the coast, and the lst Armored
Division which was attacking north from Agregento to

eapturs Palermo.
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Col. Shotwell:

Another lesson learmed in Fedals and appliad in

Sicily was the fact that engineer soldiars, while good

at engineer tasks, are not qualifisd as ordnance supply
axperts or signal supply experts. TFor the landing in
Sicily we had attached to us for the landings some G,000
service troops. Among others wa had an ordnance azmuni-
tion company, an engineer supply dstaclment, & signal
company and wes even had several anti-aircraft companies
with 50 caliber machine guns for defenses along the beacn.
Thus, we had the service troops to operate what really
iumnunt-u-i to a base depot. When these troops landed Liay
moved directly to those supply areas which had been picked
out beforehand and they received the supplies as they
came 4in, segregated them and imew where they were when
needad. I've heard Gar Devidson and others say that the
beaches at Licata were the only places you could g to
and really imow what was availsble by way of supplles.
That was due not so much to us as to our attached people
who operated the cumps and the supplies. Col. Chubbuck
set up a special staff that did a very excellent job of
coordinating the operations of all those attached people.
A= I talking too much, doctor?

No. Now, I think I recall you went through Sicily as the
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Col. Gardes:

Col. Shotwell:

Col. Cardes:

beach party and the supply effort and then ycou atiached

to the 3d Uivision as combat enpgi-esrs.

No. Our ¢ "= that
want on 4 r two
after tha vtallion
that want > some
trouble | think
our loss Are
oparatis

Well, @ his run
ovar tc the
landin

Yas, © irs to
assenl dnight,
bound . e
assey gerte. AL
Bizer | equipment

wares cConce... - ap and 1 4 sama parsonnel
replacements who arrived so late that we put them in a
follow-up convoy. About ten days later wa relocaded for

what turned out to be the invasion of Italy at Salerno.




O the Salerno operation we constiftuiad the infaniry
resarve for tne assault. Two or thres companies from
the regiment went ashcre on the momming of ths landing
and that night thsy cutposted the armcr that we had
ashors along the Sales River. About dusk I receivad
ordars from the 35th Division to have the rest of the
regiment brought ashore as quickly as possibls and o
assamble in the wvicinity of Fasstum. The rest of the
regiment unloaded during that night and by noon the nsxt
day we were pretty well assembled. On D-plus-1 and D-plus-
2 we performed & number of small sngineering tasks, as
for axample, repairing ihe bridge over the Sele River,
and assisting on tha besachss. I tohink it was ihs

might of D-plus-2 that we were ordered toc send & battalion
up the road toward Battapaglia to seize some hizh ground
about two miles beyond the Sele River. This was in the
area between the Fritish and American beaches and was
still undser German control. The 3d Battalion (less H
Company) with D Company and one battery attached were
astride the road at daybreak., After a heavy fire fight
that day they reached their objective by late afterncon.
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Howaver, by might-fall hslf the battslicn was cut off.
Contact was reestabl ished betwsen glements of the
battalion that night. About day-break the following
merning a battalion of the 36th Division came up, A4
Justment of the lines took place which placed the 3d
Battalion of the 36th Enginsers on the left of the road
and the infantry battalion on the right. The 3d
Battalion held this position against repeated Cerman
attacks notesithstanding being partially over-run oy
German tanks during one of the attacks. (Mention is made
of this incidant the torical Ddvision's booklet on
e 3 Yl
Salerno., &= &tﬂﬁk part in the breakout about five days
later and then returned to engineer duties.}
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