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4 NOV l tt;,o A! COLO:O.t:L G.;?.D<.S 1 ·~ ~-A..".:D:J ::. A.':I!: :: ~ • -
Col . Shotwell: Well Col . (IhubJ you ht.d eoJLr.az:.i! of oce b"n~:lon of t he 

36tb l balien? 

Col . Chubouch : Yea the Znd. 

Col . S~ot : And fira~ of al l you weot ~~er ~o ::.n0 l ~d. 

Col. Chub : ll'e didn 't , o to England •t all ·.-e ·• sre io !lort~.er:l :r~! ~trl 

for two or t~ee we e ks and the n we went to Scotl~~d ~o~ the 

l aat two or tnree days or pr~pLration. 

Col. Shot: T:or e you ol .. ays part Of the 36th CT ''"'TO you & Jefli.TAte 

battalion tUld joined t hem. 

Col. Chub: Yo, my ba ttalion W&l one or the ori&iaal t wo but a:l t~ree 

wero ~to&ral parts or the regim6Lt we war e neYer called 

separate batt a lions. 

Col. Shotwell: ll'e '"'otto liorthe ru Irel and. Yo" arTi n d there in Sept olZ . 

Col. Chub : No - we sailed !'.rom Stat on Is land tho 26th of September 

• e arr ived ther e a bout the l Oth or 12th or October. 

Col . Shot: So you were j~st a couple of weeks ln t ho Britiab !s:os 

before u.i.lizll for liorth Uri Cf'. • 
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Col. Chub : 

Col. Sh~t : 

Col. Chub : 

Col. Shot : 

Col. Chub . 

Col. Shot: 

Col . Chub: 

Col. Shot : 

• 

Col . Cbub : 

• 

Tu 

operat i ons in the Briti sh :s les ? 

No . 
/ '\f.vY ( 

l'llrely local a fl &i:-s a10 t'&r *" vo~:. were C.)~.ee:-::~ci . \ :),.r 
. . - . \\l v );•J 

Yea , we did no Engi neer 11ork ir. -.he 8 r1tis~ls les . .,. > 
,~ ..... 

llbo t sort of CG.'t.pG ctid yo~ ot lly L:!? ~ .1\~ 
~-- ' I" 

We stared i~ ao~~issen ~uts t~~t had ~ be ?Ut up for 

.... in k &t1an<i. ~ 

Aoout these Ni sa ens the re hue been in the repor ts !I.Dd 

records at' USAFei & 3TOUSA t hat there wer e gr eat art~eots 

or tbe ~ariouo Ameri can authorities and the Briti&h oa the 

quarters or t he a pace al lotmeat to Ameri cah Troops . 

Appa rently ao f ar LS I ean ••• tr.are was abo\:.t t he •~• 

apace a lloted to a gi ~en uni t but the British oub-alo tt ed 

them di f fe r entl y then we did and an awful l ot of tro~ble 

woo raised over t bia. Did you see anytbin& of thia! 

All I re~e~ber wao that our ~eo were crowded I diio't 

1•- in a Nioseu IJIYSe l ! . The ofti cer1 l ived Ia tt.e , 

wh at used to be the manor, practically a eaotl e, c~ the 

u t a te • 
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C'ol . Shot a But ycu:- men felt t hat they wuro tr.e r -> ~er.,: o r!L:'~ly o:: J :.:.a~ 

Col. Cilub : 

They were GrowOed and cold . '!'h e quarters w·~re, :20 t we l l 

heated. The Nissen 

Col . Snct : aut 115 far as ·~ace t hey j ust took it 

Col. ChLlb: ;,cure, they \me .. it was te:nporatcy. 

Col. Shotwell: It wa.m't a.s if t.l)ey -nre g.oing into ba.rre.clcs :n ~. :.. 

Col. Chub: 

Col. Shot: 

Col. Chub: 

Col. Shot t 

CoL Chub: 

COu.tltry rCir three Dr fcu.r years . 

No. 

Well then from Erit&in you went down ~d landed ~e~r Al gi ers. 

Yes , j ust outside the !ay or Algl ~rs. 

What did you do the r e. 

Tne us ual ~ wo r k of the t:ngin<>&r·s , prepared the e~it. 

r oadways, got our l:ull-do&era 6: a qui pm<! nt in and 

tbe tz! he ,.do , helped to unload l o.ndi.ng craft. 

1mproo:ed 

!:Jc11ontly 

a co=ent o::: Ene;i .neer oper.ations 'there. Twe> of our offic er s 

t ried t o use. b'Llll dot.or:a to push off broached l&Ddi::J;; c.raft , 

with tha result tn.t they complete l y d~owned two bu ll Seze r• 
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IJld ft r.eT~T f Ot tlll _.. iC1[r;£ &.;!! ! ~ . ~ - ·.·. E..! & :!! £· .. &.~e 

f.-.z.. 
to run t:tem 1r. t.a thtt ·ws.t e r try:.!ib t~ !"t-= l ? t.:t:a: ~ 

off. Co"11:.at.ti II£ on !:n •. intier s uP.;: U es . l!e t r i e d t o IL&e 

the :oottin~; !'or road construcdo:o ,.t:c it '.o'u ioader;u.tte 

it was i mp r oYod l a ter - aev£ral Df the things we thoutht 

WOUld be ! OOd turned OUt later to be net SC 100d . 

Col. Shot: ln other word a y u :J&ed the Sunt:!<Or feld noon~ nr• 

Col. Chub: Yes tne S~drfeld . 

Col. Shor. • Tou 1rould ha .. o prefsrred tho P.S. P. 

Col. Chub : Yes, but we neTer did [ et it. 

Col. Shot• Oh, I t hought yo~ had it at Selerno or ADlio 

• Col. Chab: Not 1 may be off on that but l don't rt!member i t , C: l. 

Gardu will t oll you better . 

Ccl. Shot • Well now you speak about using your bull dol or• at D 

or D plua I a t Algiera. Wher e did you get your null -

doursf Did you br i ng them rlth you frOID the Su~ea . 

Yea, our bulldozers wer t !l-4• they wer~ shipped i n 

from the atate1 •~th us. 

Col. Sbot: ~t did you do after the bea ehea and after the • rmi ot!.ee • 

• 
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• C~l. Chs b 1 

• C~l. Shot 1 

Col. Chub, 

Col . Shot: 

Col. Chub , 

• 

We move d our Seadquarders i ~~o t:.~ l ~t :l ' ~~~ :t 

• 
f6rt d e !Aau? that'e oea.r t.:'le s o"J-:.r~ ~,,·.er :J. p~ r~ "=>!" 

Wo at a.yed t here and did r oe.J work !Uld ou.er eoo•tructioo 

around tho Y.~ison Blanche Aj~port - l •~•r we ~~ve1 e~s: 

att.rted work on a no·, ai r.:ie ld 3 or 4 or 5 ou t ( our 

lLndLng beache s Lnd it ~• a t that ti~o Col. Colonn a. 

etarted agi ta.ting or at &n.ed action t o t ak" <his ca.t~r-: ~on 

of mine wh i ch r~d ~eon assar&~ed fr~m : he reg i~oat ~0~ .~i~· 

work. i{e d id the oormal eogioeo r work. l o Februa::: ' "' went 

fro= Algiers up into T~•ia up near Conotanti~e t h e :• .a 

did mo•tly road work tho pat ch! n[ ot ~tad~ road• . 

Wore yo~ wi t h t he regtzent • hen ~~oy plug~ed tho t asserio 

P111 , or waa it tho 36t h . 

l'hat was not ours, •• eaw no action af ter the lan<ii~~ s • 

• • got into no &otioa . 
!,.tltt~\ 

Did you eet ~impl7 • • a 1hore r~imoct - or did you act • • 

diT Engineer tor 9~v1 aiocJ. 
We acte:l as a shore Te!;1ment !lot e.• D!vaion Engi neer 

beea~ae the d1Tieion had no fl&bting i u the nel &htorhood 

of Algi ora a tter the rirat day and the r e wae no oe ce>5i ty 

s 
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Col. • hot: 

Col . Chub 1 Yea - Yes t~~~ 's rl~~t . 

Coi . 3hot : Then after Cons h .nt1ne you joined the ra,;i:uct? 

Col. Chub : Yes ~ • e l eft C~cstar ~ine abcut the l Oth of ~•Y a~d 

Joined the regiment ~bout tho 12th of ~~y-

Col . Shot 1 What did you do i o ?reparat ion for Sicily. 

Col. Chub 1 

some prep~ration which Col. Ga.rdoa eft.!> t ell you about 

we MOved from Or&n up ~o Bi:arte . fte did ~e or.pected 

kinds oP tra inios we had aome bescb • ork. Wo h ad one 

or two r eherssll opera tions 'IIi tt. l anding e ra1 t. We did 

consider•~le pla:~tog thoro wae the loading of ou: 

equipment on }ll!ldiog craJ't • • had one or two l.a llllint c raft. 

Col . Shotwell1 The lt.ndio~ c r att were changed about tha t tLao weren't 

Col. Chub : 

Col. Shot: 

thoyT 

Yoe. For t.he Sicilian O!'oratioo we ~d LC!~ I$:•s 

that we had not had to North Atr ice. . 

What d1d you ha•o to Nortb AtTica - t.he 9lg(iDo be• t • 

1 
mainly • 



• 

• 

• 

Col. Chu o : 

Col. Shot : 

Col . 6 hub: 

Col. Shot: 

CoL Chub : 

Col . Sho t: 

Col . Cbu~ : 

Ye • - LCV . Ps LC~• Hi~~ins bo~~• LC: s ?e rso==e l 

be>-ts wi ~h Personne l r o.mps. 

What did you do nsboro in Sicily? 

Well again? ite did s h~re ~rk - e we~e a shore · r~€i~ent . 

we oper&.tE-.3 th6 d-tll::lf S. ·~~~ &s5l~ted re:dcles acros s th6 

be~che s an: tho ra we conti~ue~ t~ operate th~ ~~ps, ~e 

did not 1o combtot !:n~;ineer wor k i n Sicily . 

It was a ll pr~oti c:,.lly all SOS • ork t.'> .. t y ou did it: 

Sicily1 

Yes. 

Then l ets l eave I taly until Col . Gardes comes b a c:k and 

jump to the beaches on to SoutherD. FIUL.n.ce s.~d 

up t he Rhone to tho Rhine. i b e liava CoL Gard"a \lad 

le~ the r egime nt at that time b l't we nt into Southern 

F'noea with you. 

1 doo •t ran:e:r:ber -.he o he l eft u.s . Yea wa h ad parled 

eompony by t hat t ime. ~"' was wi th Hee.dquart 6rs -·· 
!ney IJld I went on rl th the regiment . 

Col. Sbot-.r&ll : 3 e told me t hat he went u hore 1l'i th you on the \re .. c!lo' 

in France but ~• an S~adquart~r• o r f icer f~ r old times 

sake. 

Col. Chub • Ye a that' s ri &ht. 

7 
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Col . Shot: 

in Southern ?r~c•. 

Col . Chub: 

whole be&eh e r o4p, about ; ,ooc or lo,c:c, we naj &ttaenej 

to us and ur.~er t he coQmSLd o~ the re~ice:t• c~~jer 

ot the :S6tb we had a ~tJ.Il.Ttermastor ~U ·"-~ Eat.t.a:ioc 

.#,.. ~ ,._/ " ""'7 ~ 
OrdDa.nce ..w t or Co . 5igc.a1 C~e.!l:,.. we :1ad co!lrlete OFfer&?; ion 

Heajquarte rs and one Eattalion (Col . ~arde1 ean eteek me 

on thlt Hi e memor1 for deta;ls is bet>er than ~ine • Ment 

into ~terseilles a.nd helped clear that port area. Arp rox-

• re~iment went notth and were jo~ned in FT~nee so~DE up 

Col. Shot: About Dijon . 

Col. Chub : I could ohow yo~ if i ~~ a ~ap of France, but it waa , 

wo didn't to into Dijon. ! believe it was as 1 rena l -

bor it waa aoutb of Dijon. 

Col . Shot: !!hat aort or "lf<>rk did you do ss you n nt up the va! ley! 

Col. C:tub • Wel l , ttl 1 we did going up ...,.. ju.st r;et up there . 

• 8 
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Col . Shotwel l: Just get up tha re 

Col. Chub: 

55 r~st as they ~oul~ . 

Col. Shot: 7fe ll , then som<>'~<here up st tiu bead o!' t.he 1\h :>no, -:_e 

on _!rom there 

Co'!.. Chub : WoDt on from ther~ as corps eogioe~r trGops. 

Col . Shot : lind what sOrt or 'Work d i d you jo there ia ~ho north~:" !'i 

paTt of ~ho Rhone, the southern o! ~he Rhi~e? 

Col. Chub : llo did the uzutU. corps of en[!neers duties. 

• Col • Shotwe ll: 

Col. Chub : 

li'!Ueh co r ps were you -.i tl-.7 

6tn Corps 

Col. Sho,;we ll: that was Cotonel r honas? 

Col. Chub : Colonel i'bonms • s corp~ 

Col. Shot : 

did you go i nto i nfantry work7 

Col. Ch_u_b_• _ __ w_e were in the line as Ln!'antry +\ """~ f ~----
Cpl . G a.rdoa: Do you "'~t. t o start off at -,;h e l!Uiding in -~ i• ~ : .• c;..· 

Col. Shotwell • Well , yes , "" • the regi:nen t as I unda r s ttllld it .·Nio.s 

organit ed i n Plattsburg under Colonal Tbc~es end then 

• 9 
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Col . Oa:rdes 1 

br ou!;ht down to l;lragg !or the i:arili= ma!leuve::-s !!l:d 

then a."ter th.ct you got a.ss igned ~G r,~ je'::; of enginee:-s 

for the t ask force? 

!es, after the Carolina ~euvers, • e retu.-ned to ?la •ts­

burg on the afternoon of the dey on which ?earl PArbor 

was being boml;>ed . Tbs regi.mer.t s;?E>nt t he next t hree 

moo the at Plat tsbu.."'g . However, part. o! the regi.ment was 

aent doll'tl to New England t o assist i n the coast de!el".Se . 

Then in March tho re&llnent ns transferred to Bragg 

where they • ere a t tac hed to the 9th DivU!ioo and 

participated in the auphibiotUJ training Ti t h tho 9th 

Division, Jil August a third battalion ..-as sent down 

tram Camp Utwarda to join the r&g iment a.nd became a part 

of the 1"8gilsant !rem there on ( t he .3d Battalion) , 

Col. Shotwell: Was it Otlll of amphibio\UI reg . battalioilB, or. was it 

especial.}Jr creat&d to be your .3d Battali on? 

Col. C~es: Well, it was made up fran the people available at ~-S. 

It 'II'8.S given a designati on that alraady existed ·t here, but 

it 1I'8.S mostly t.hrown together so that when 1t &.rri n d at 

Bngg it was ·going through a ahake-do101 process, ).iter its 

arrival 1t jo:ined in t he amphib ious t ra1n1 ng Tith t he 

10 
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Col. Shotwell: 

Col . Gerdes: 

• 

Col. Shotwell : 

Col . C&rdes: 

• 
-

9th !!!.vision . Very shortlj ou"t.e::- ::C.at w ~ I:& 't~t.t.L~on 

of t.he regiment, tbe Zd Satt.a''or:, :.e:+. W:. ~h a ~ ... o:tnt. ~eEII 

!raa the 9th O!.v1..sion to ~o ~o m :;::.a:d . Col . :.:bul:b~ck 

told you t hat atqcy . ThE! regiment , less the 2<i Ba tt.alion, 

tben moved up to camp Picke Lt, 1<here it participated in a 

l6nding operation wtth the .3d Divis~on in wha~ :.urneo out 

to be the t1n4l t r ial run pr ior to -.he invasion of L"ricA. 

rou had quite a little bit. o! t ra jnjog on unloadir-<: ships 

and beach open t iona on that Chesapeake s.y trial :"WlS · 

Yes, I would aa;y • • bad a.l.moat six month& o! contiououa 

training. During that six: 1110ntb.s period, the re&iJienl. as 

a whole was not training continuously, but we bad 

companies a.nd battalions who 1t11re 1iYtfJ trsiAing wt tb unit.s 

ot the 9th D:I.Tiaion so t hat they l:-ad quit.e a eon.si c!srable 

amount of traini.ng. I would lil<B to mention OilS t.hing. 

Oar t r a.in.iJ:Ig ,., primarily in tba beach operat.iona, rather 

ihan in ship anloading. ife did blrve s ome people in what 

were called ship platoona who were lett aboard tba ehip t o 

8$8iet in ita anloading . 

Wel.l , • ban you got over to North Ah'iea you went ashore 

in and a:rou.nd Fedal a. 

That I S right, 

ll 
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Col. Sho1;W8ll : And t here you act.ed aa the 'C<~ac!: ;;a...-•.!.e!l . 

~1 . c.ardes: '!hat's correct. 1/e lanced with ;;~ Jd Ba~ '..a:!.Oll e n :.t.e 

lett 1n ~he area a djacent. '{aC.i lle!ii'ilc . The l.st. D&t t.a.l i oo 

was on the right toward the t OII'll of Fedela i:.sel!. They 

were working in an arsa ~ fran l to J llliles north 

o! the town aloDg the beacl:es. The cocpan1es o! the ut 

Bat tal ion, particularly those oa the rliht , were UDdar 

con:~iderable tire lrol!l a French batter;, wbicb n..s located 

in tbe aroa of the oU t.anks at Fedela. Those batteri es 

were act1Te until the a.tternoon of the da;y ot the !an~ 

and kept the beaches under rat.ber heaVJ fire , so !:l~:ch so 

that there was ona OSC aod 4 .sUver star:s earned f or t hat 

daJ's work on the beach , 1n addition to a number of 

purple heart.s . 

Col . Shotwell : 'las, I don't remeaber exactly', 'out did the 36th take part. 

in neutralbi.ng of that battery? 

Col. Gardea: llo1 except t o the axtent o! contacting tha i.nfaz.trj and 

calling t or tire on the ba t tery which assis ted in knocking 

out the battery. The 36tb itself did not get 1n on thAt . 

Ccl. Sho twell: There was one of those batteries on the point that. na 

taken out by a party in t he engineers wb.ere members of it. 

took an actual a3S&ult on tbe battery, 

12 
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Col. oar des : ! t wu, well , I •m no~ sure wl-st.her i~ lr~ tne 36~t or 

• hether it ll'as the l O<.h e nt;ineers -.bo ;;lsa =c. 3Jiho:-'3 

Wi~h the 3d Division. 

Col , Shotltell• I don l t remember a.'zy'thing ab~u;; tllat. ? 

Col , Gardes : T'nen • as one thing about t he landing operO.f.H>n . I t .-as 

different io every respect from what our t.raihin5 bad 

l ed as to 6XpeCt. We bad tr~ed i.e. t.he C~sapeake • tere 

there B.r1l practically no tides and the sea is rel ati.Tel_;• 

calm. As you probably notad i'rom yoW' reading o! the 

Cas&b.l!UlC& landing the heavy seas nearly CBU3ed the 

landing to be called o!£. Jl.eo, there was a tide o! 

around 11 feet . '!he re5Ult of that was that tb.e landing 

cratt coming ill, 1! t h91 hit the beach on a J'&JJ.ing tide 

and weren 1 t unloaded immediately, -.onld be groundad, and 

once a landing craft 'WaS grounded i t -wu gone from t.l',ere 

on . At the end of tbe first day's operation, approx:i­

u tely ~ of t he landing cn.tt baj been -..reeked along 

the coast • 

.A!Iotbe.r obstacle ~ presented by the eott sand. on 

tb& beac h. We landed With ool:r light bulldoz.el'8. o.u-

tL 1 s were taken a• BJ" at Norfolk and we caJne in llgbt 

illis-Cbal.mers tractors that just conld not operate ill 

tha soft sand. The tractors ceul d hardly 11ove tbem.sel ves 

acr oss the beJ ch With the result that whe·n the vehicles 

wO)l).d cane in en the landing cr aft and bog down in tba 

l3 
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sand it • as a question of getl.in€ the lllal!FQlrer to push 

them aoroas the bea•:h . Another ~r<:. bletll • as :reseo~ed cy 

the hl&h dune"s ba:ck cf t he. beach and lillie "e dozed 

asvere.l roads oveor the dunt>s it 'j;a<t a terrific job geo:.-ing 

vehicle"s o~r t oo dune 1 ines and into tile a dj a cent field 

from which they could move to e.xl3t1ng roads . The probl -s 

• a raced on the l anCing were beyond ar~thing L~ticipated 

1n our trairu.n& in the stabs. Ol the arternoon of t.be 

day of the landing and on the second day the seM bec<We 

Tary heavy, so aruch so that at least ona boat overtUJ!led 

as it approached the beach n th re!iulting losses . ~ 

weather became so bad the second day that the beaches 

1fllre ehut dOWD and the operations moved into the litUe 

por t of Fed.ala. 

The port dj,d not lend itself to unl.oading operatione, 

No means o! tr~eportation existed except a railroad spur 

which bad been rendered uaelese by deiD\'llltion, There .rae 

onl,y one deep spot in the ba.rl>or and t hat waa a bola near 

the tllllk !irlll that YU ~ !or a tanker to noat in as the 

tides rose and teU. Landing craft had t o come alongside 

a fish pier or a small pier near the oll doob . It was 

Tery di!ficul t unloading t hose craft beeau.se they were 
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l2 or U. feet below the Sllr!'ace e>f •.ba <:lock, so ~ha~ 

secured t o a Mpe and be l::a.nd ;:>ulled up to the lav'!!l 

~ t he dock. ()u- troubles really sta.-tad after re un-

1 oa.ded the suppl ies· onto t he do<:l: . .lll o! our tr~-

portation Wll3 taken a7<QY i.rru WI at !lorfoLI( ill fav~r 

of tac t ical transportation for the troops ~th the 

rerut Uls.t we bad no m<>ana of moving the supplies 

that n unloaded on the beaches or tba docks awgy fr-;xn 

the 1mteraide. The natural thing happeood in that -.·r-..e 

unloa.ding area •as soon clogged rl. th supplie~. t\lr 

reconna~sance parties diacovarad several old true~ 

and trailers in Fedala • hi ell • era pu t to ..,orli: hauling 

a.uppl1u S'l<S.Y f rom the unloadirle ana. .Eecause of tr..e 

lack or tran.sj)ortati on it was severaJ. dqs before 11'e 

could cl.a:- t he unloading a:rea and ope.rate on acy-t.hi.ng 

evan ap;>roaeMne an efficient basis . 

The lesson we learned at Fedala 'beea:ae 'fery . 
valuabl e later on because it catu~ed u, in our future 

~ion plans sl'lrlzyS to make pN~siollS !or tr~ 

port ation to move the suppl :i.es ~ !'raa the water• s 

edge as tbey • ere lltnded in &3sault lan~s, and never 

l e t ourselves get bogged don oo t he beaches the u .y we 

did there, 

15 
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Col. Sho~all: Haw did 10bat ti:U..akine ,;;et into ? !:!" lo.;i~:_:a: p:a.::ll'.ir.c;, 

or lack o! plann.ing, taJdnj; a.'Ka;f all t ra.nspo:-t.a ~ion 

!'rom tba ang1naera and al l heavy equipnent? 

Col , G&rdes: That q s bocauae of the greater weight that had been ;;iveo 

to tile t actioal anale or the la.nding. 

Col , Shotwell: !'a not thl oldng ollly of tbera but of the geoeral ~lip 

that n ude at tha'- time. J.!ter all, we bad t he uperiance 

or sh!l\lld have had 10be e.xpedeoce of that l&nd.i!ll! at !:ieppe , 

Col, C&rdes: I tlW!lt tbe &l\61<er to that goes hack to the conellj)t >f the 

training we had in the States w!licb was based on the 

)lla.rln8 llppr~ch . That was tbat as landing cn.n er! beached 

a gane of 111eD 1rou.ld Wlload it b)" ;:>assing boxes 6Jld eupplies 

tran tho boat to the water ' e edge and pile them on the 

beach. !XIring t be tra.i.ning in tM States the concept o! 

tran.portatioo to baol supplies &lfliY f rm tbe water's edge 

wu never t bought o! eeriousl;r. Tba !irat cooc.ptioo ~ 

a obilit)' oo l.ba beaches was something I aaw da'I'D at 

Sol011o.o ' a leland, 11&7land, the SUlll!!lar before the landing 

in lloroceo when •c• Ccupacy- wu operating t.be beach. 

S.Veral of tho QI• :S who Ware tborougbl;r WOl'lj out. Carrying 

bares and :supplies across the beach gat hered t ogether 

eau driftwood and made up a sled r11sembling tho stollll 

boats uaed in lWw England. t'be1 hooked lba sled to a bull­

dcw.er and st.arted :aoving the sled dawn to tbe water's edge 
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-.t.ere they -..ould pile amranition b<lll!s on t.'le sled Cld 

ha u1 them inland , 

Another thing thrl N~·he~-s the ·nc;tpo.L"'lt of ::he 

summer ooiore the landing TaB the development :>f various 

colored ooach panals ~o mark beach a.-eas !or cl~ses af 

supplies, such as POL, Crd!.w:lce, etc., the idea being 

tha~ a boat loaded with a parti~ular ~ of aup?lies~ 

such e.a POL, would l a.'lrl as close as possible to t.h.a f>OL 

marker, and .-.bat the supplies traa the boat would be 

hauled across the beach, a matter of a hundred or so !~et 

and stacked at the panel oarl"]1.ng that marking. 

Obvio~Uly , an approach of that type contemplated t!la 

movement of only a U!rl.ted amount of supplies, that is , 

tbat amoUilt t hat could be •hlu:ld-~>.oved by the ecgi.n.eers 

available on the beach, The landing at Casablanc a em­

phasi%ed the necessity for mechanical aide such as trucks 

and cranas to move the oecessary tomage o! supplies across 

a beach and into dUillpll to support the opqration of a task 

force of 40 to 50,000 men. 

Col , Srotnllt Well, you 1cnow that J"aUes a point, and it 1& rather in­

terest~ because rom Stanlq and Frank axx and I went 
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Col. Gardee: 

into the question of the necessity of vet.i~::.es a:1d 

one tbing and a:1other right earlJr --~ .;e-:. the st:.l~! 

acros-s . 

We in the regi;nent bad bea.'l COlVliza.'lt of t be neads o~ 

mechanical aids for beach operat i ons and when it came 

t1= for 'loading for tr.e iiiVasion we urged !l03't 

strongl7 that llll be given ~u!ficient boat ,-pace to car::-y 

our bul.ldoz-ers and a limited Dumber ot cargo trucks .eo 

that we couJ.d use them for the movement of supplies 

across the beach. However, Dl view ot the searci ty of 

cargo space available, it was decided t o give t hose c~go 

spaces to the tactical troops . A bul.ldozer takes the s~ 

space as a tank so the tanks were loaded aod the bulldozers 

lett behind. Such nhiele5 Ill! were loaded were given t.o 

the in!antry With the result that ot1 the lloroeean l anding 

• e lfere devoid o! transport. We just bad no transp o:-ta.­

tion whatever to Q3sist us during the &5saul t phase. 

Col . Shotwell: Oid you have the same trouble? 

Col. Chubbuck: Ies, 11'8 had the same trouble. We were allowed ooo j &eJ: pe.r 

oaapaey, as I recall, in the initial 11tage5 With, I b&­

lieve, only one or two trucka per ca:r,:>aey coming in oa a 

later llh. 
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Col . Shotwell: Eicnr 111Uc h of t hat 4o you t hink r as ?au~n• s or !lu.ller'! 

doing and boor much the Port of ~· !~rk , or did you loa4 

uut of Soriollc? 

Col. Garde~~~ 

Col . Shotwell: 

Col. Gardes: 

We l oaded out o! Rort olk. 

!ou loaded out of !forfolk so ycu dirln 1 t 'have a:zy heaO... 

aches !rO!!l the ?ort o! New York. 

No, the control o! our convoy was entL-ely dO'IIll at 

Norfolk as !ar u ! know. I might jump &head at thU 

t ime t o say that the rath&r bitter experience that ;o-e 

bad on the beac hes on lior o<:co a.IId that Jim had 11? in 

llgisra reflected i t.sel! in tbe pl8..1llling !or Sicily, 1rbere 

Jill na With tM plann1ng group and very ably, by b eing 

extremely cantankerous, I · t;binlc1 zanaged to get sufficient 

l>oat apace so that we landed With an ample tiUillber o! 

bulldozers , Wl(Ws , which m.e.de ·t.heir first appearance at 

t;bat t.1u, a.o.d cargo trucks . We didll' t have our tull 

c~lement o! trucks but we did han sui!icient so t hat 

we could keep the suppl ies o!! the beaches and •ov·e them 

into the dum;> a • 

Col . Shotwell: I notice this afternoon ill speaking of Col . Colonna that 

sanehmr he got ·one lot o! Lo, I think it res, 6 by 6 •a 

<U.lo t ted t o him in the cargo 8jlace in &o1ng into Or an a:nd 
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Col. Qa.rdee: 

~1. Sho tlrnll: 

• 
Col, Cl&rd ttl : 

• 

he ~a.id that tbey • ere a g::l.!~ fro:n ~~ t · ev~:-;r-~ . 

He loet a lot o~ them pronto, but t~l the :ac~ ~at ~e•d 

got theCD 1rere good trucr.s f or evarfbod;r to 'Jse ~o j;at 

stu!! in there, aod r didn 1 t. realize that. ~t.e rest of you 

bad lost YOUI'3, 

We had lost ours entirely. Our !irst motor assis~~ce at 

FeW& was not t orthccmi.ne until three or t our d~ a.rter 

the landing. 

I.f I rec1111ber CilM"eC tlJ'1 actually TOll Stanl.ey•e, F:-ank 

Oxx's and 1J17 first coavey 1t11 could plan for was t.be D pl~ 

6 convoy, so that D eoavoy • as cc:upletel,y \lnl1er 1.s ba:,Y. 

I say !luller, he being ~u Task!o:-oe Hoadquartere - tllare 

were other people nd.xed up 1n the loading plan. 0! e;lUrse, 

on that Sicily operat ion, you bad Gar Davidson who had 

go1111 throuo1h the boadacbe witb y ou on tbe llo:-oocan landing . 

!u, Gar's iA!luence was undoubtedly !alt. Our planning, 

tbou&h, 1t'&5 f,(a.iJl with tha )d D:I.Yision, ft'e WOrlced Wi tb tbe 

3d D1Yisioc oc all the lacdine operations, and by tbat t ills 

both organi:atiollll ware some months older and •• had goce 

throp.gh the earlier erpe:-ieoce so that ! thinlc we 'l<&rB 

somewhat Wiser . As a res-ult the allOll'acces o! boat space 

!or t he Siclliac iDYasioc p:rovided for tbe oacessar;r tra.n.s­

portatioo t or the llllgineers which did cot exist in tha 

Casablanca oce, 
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Col. Sootwell: 0! ~ourse, you also had t be rae: :.i:a: ~~ pO"r :..n..l' :lr.l.rf 

bad dUC<rvered that 1! ~ney di d%:; 1 ;. u:~ 7 ' U t.., !'la78 

sane transportation they da.'"lled Y9ll didn 1 t 50 t :.heir 

supplies when they got inland , 

Col , G&l"ies: Well, ;res, and we had mora lift a-vailable :or Sic ily than 

we did :·or ::.he .l!ricao landing . 

Col . Clru'bbuok: There was no Nse!llhlance 1o U>.e operation betoreec the 

IN!llber or craft anilable • 

Col , Sho~well: No, but I w-as also t.h1nldog that you didn't ba7e tho 

saae sales MlSietance, 

Col , Card as: No, we had a di!terent viewpoint, because by t.hat ~ime 

'lfa had worked w1 th each other, we knew each othe:- , and 

t here TIUJ more team work, I know 8!1 fax as &oiog into 

:Woro~co, • hen • • tirst t~ up Yith the 3d Divuion 

at Pickett, we badn 1 t reall,y h.ad tin:e to get to know ea~h 

otl".er so t he placc'n& wa.s much more difficult than it Y&s 

later on a:tter we had operated Yith the diYision. 

Col , Sho brell: !.et 'a go ba<:k a litUe bit . ~e have got to Sicily but 

let 1s go back a little bit. iller you had got ashore and 

had gon~ inland !r0111 Feda.la and they had captured 

Casablanca and tho &no.istice had oc:curred, what did the 

regimental headquarters and the lst and 3d Battaliooa do? 
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Col. Ga.rdes: '!'bey ope:-ated the p:orl o~ :-'eda1a "Om.!! ~.ile ;:cr. a~ 

c~ablanc6 could be opened up. Or~ co.r;;o !hip " as coeked 

there at. all t.illles so tb& t ~ Ngixer.t l:I!loaded the Sl!;>­

plles o!f the ~hip a.ad moved them illland to tt:a dumJ:s . 

In addition, tbe regiment carried on miseellsneoue 

engineer t.ask.s. For example, they put 1n r oads 1n an &rea 

between Fedala and Cassblaz:ca that was to be IIB(!e into a 

reception c:en~r for the troops ccmi.-,:; aver 1n later 

conv~ . l'le also bad a COitp8l!Y at Port ~utey n;:a~ 

a briege onr t.he Sabu !'.iver. The :'reach 1n tbe fi eh:;ing 

at Port lqau t.ey had blOI'Ill a couple o! spans and &!t.e:- the 

landing some concern wa.s !el t about tho possibility or an 

attack cominz down 1'ran Spanish JJorocco. Thus, tho..'"t! was 

some urgency about. getting t hat l::ridge repaired, 'llbicb " I!S 

qui t.e a substantiAl job. 

Col. Shotwell: What ru tba u tte r nth t.he 21st? 

Col. C&rdes: The 21st were out on the edge o! the t.own, rebabllit.at.ine 

t he airport . Tbe SuOth was in the port. itsel.f doi.Da other 

tasks . C Caapacy ot the 36th repaired tbe br id.ga. In 

addition to that we were conducting engineer reconnaisance 

of all the roads and t r ails north, up to the Spani.sh herder. 

Col . Shotwell: Wbo did tbe rehabilitation of the docks a t Casablanca? 
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Col. Gardes: I think that was probal-ly tJ-..9 20t.b ene~nHr!' ._.,d ti;e 

other ;:>eople l<ho we:::-e. available t:l t~ ht .\.nlc :red 

Corps . We dirln' t do any • ork ?O t.he ~oc Jr..s at :&-.!.a­

bl anca . O~s was engineer •or~ i.n the uea. nor th :;,f 

Casablanca . 

Ccl. Shotwell: Well, tr.en a.!ter your road reconnaisance and l lllnt:.s wer-e 

settled doWD in weshrn J.!orocco, wh6t did you do theo? 

Col . Oarces: We moved shortly after the fir:rt of t he year to tOe Cork 

f orrest near P.abat, There n ! onned part. of the r eserve 

that '!!'aS a\"ailable in the ~JVent of an attack fran 

Spanish llorocco . W'blle thaN~ we trained and per!orr.CO:: 

aiBcellaneous engineer tas~ inclucing road mointenance, 

Ailloog our eogi.neer tasks wu tbl.l llloving o! the brld6" oorth 

of Rabel. whic'b include d the e~ti.on of lFire around ell the 

piers and boocy- t rapping the rl.-e s o tr.at the sabc'"...eurs 

coulen't get close t.o the piers. 'll1e principal e!::'ect 

of our booby-.t.raps was to ld.ll a ! etr cOWB which the Go0111a 

who were guuding the brtdge !ound t.hat they could put to 

.good use . The regia•~mt s tayed in the Cork forrest between 

Rabat and Fe: until the latter part of Feb!"-'aJ:"Y when the 

3d 1\attalion moved up t o the beaches near .L-zew and 

s~ed amphibious training. Several weeks a.!t er they moved, 
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• Col. Cbubtruck: 

Col . Shot.nlll: 

Col . C-&rdes: 

• 

t.he r egimental headquarters and ~he let ?;;;:. t.al it-n c=e :.p 

to join them . Attain we t..r aine<l n tn t.ns 3d :n.fa.nLI"'; 

Division. A short t ime aftil r ·"e arrived at .I.M.i!T ~he 

2ci Bat Lal ion came back froo T'Wlisia and joined us sc th.at 

we had the r egiment together for the first time since 

landing 1n Afri·ea. We trained on ti",e beaches in tbe 

.&rze1<-Vostagenum area until ~ when we moved up tc t.he 

plains south of Biterte where we assembled and piclte<l up 

sana equipment such as D-8 's and cranes ! or the l ano~l n& 

in Sicily. We also cade one fina1 pract ice landing opero­

tion just prior to embarldng . It s e ems to me that we left 

Bi?;erte about the !i.rth o! July. It may have been the 6th • 

'fte were on the Tater about two da;rs , I tbinlq that would 

han made U actu.all.y about the 7th or 6th. 

I think D- lllcy' wa.s the 1Oth. 

It was probablr the 6th and 7th we l oaded. Ol.e o! the 

things about the trip to Sicily t hat waa outstand:i:ng was 

the severe atons the da,y be!are the landing which 

thoroughly scattered the co!lYoy. I went O'l'er on the 

OSS Bisce;yne, which -,u the camna:nd ship. F'rcl1l the r&­

porte t hat ..... were receiT:ing during t he &t.ona it appeared 

that -.:e would he lucky :!.! 60 per cent o! the neet were 
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reassembled and gotten in to poaitioo ~c :- ·.he ~a::ld.-.g. 

!lOlfever, the weather .:al.med :lo111: t.ha t. ni ;;h~> OU!c the e _,n­

-voy reasse)!lbled and •as in posit i on 'cy the nex:. ~om!ll,; . 

Ckl the landil.lg we operated again Yitb tile )d Dhc!.sion 

Task Force, which landed at. Licata. ·The lst E.a~ t.alion 

of the 36th landed on t.he we et side of the toll'll on i1sC 

Beach at the !o.ot of c:U!!s .-ith very d::!l'fi:ult e:r' ts . 

il'e wen~ tully aware bei'ore the landini;: tliat tha l would be 

a terribl_y dif!ic:ult beach, and it was. The beach was 

under !in for sane h~s after the battalion lam!e~ . 

Even afte r t he !ire lifted they bad uaat difficulty 1.; 

preparing e:rl.t roads to the fields above Lhe clills and 

thence for a mile across cultiTatad !':\.elds to a.o exist­

in.g road. Neerlless to· sa.y, the movemeot of supplies off 

the beach duri.ng the early stages of the landi.nt was 

very arduous and di.f!icul t . 'llle beach ...-as usetul only 

u a support beach for the a.ssault and oould not be used as 

a supply beach. 

The 3d Battalion of the )6th lam!ed oo YelloY Beaeh 

whicb was a mile &Dd a bal.f or two a ilas to tba ea.s t of 

the town (Licata ) , and tbe 2d B&t~ion landed still 

further aast on Blue Beach which was another mUe and a 

half or two miles aut of Yellow Eeach. YelloY! 3<:~ach 
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<;urned out. to be &n ijeal beae~ . '!'!":e !an~ 11as ::.r.:~ , 

t.here was an adequate ~noun·. oi r?an :or the landing 

-craft and the wate r W4s deep 9n~~b Cor tr~ =ra!" t to 

COllie in roasonabl;r near to the wa t.!r• s ed ~,;&. An e.x:ist­

ii'l8 road Wll8 only a matter or several hund:rod yards 

back of t;he beach and tba groWld bebsen t he bear:h and 

road Wll8 firm so ~hat w & weN a!>le to put in ad&quate 

exit roads f rCIII !.he beach to tba iliglDriQ' in a s hort. 

the. We moved a great. amount. of supplies across Te!l01r 

Beach during our operations. Elua Seaoh 11a:1 a much le~s 

sat.isiaetory beach. 

The landina in Sicily was a marked improvement over 

the A!riean landing and the i.mprovemant wa:~ due in no 

small degne to the !act t.bat. Ye ware able to bri.og in 

transportation which enabled us to move supplies across 

the beach to duapa. Our t r ansportation consisted of a 

lia:1 ted n1111ber o! both DtJKlfs and u-uclc.s. Also , !or the 

! irat time we 1111 ed cargo necs as a means o! paclc.ag'...ng our 

cargo in it& movaaent a.shore. In operation two nets o! 

cargo would be place d in a 001('1{ by a ship'• Yinch. The 

roKf would than take o.!f ! or the shore and m~Na directly 

into tha a ppropriate dump • ber3 the nat ted cargo would b e 
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unloaded at t he spat i~ was t<.> be s~..cnd . We \Uiecl c:-a.'Uls 

and the omr.Ys wit!:l A frallles wi!i;;r. !-..ai 't.Mn used ; o b!"'...ng 

the lOSs ;;c sbore in the asaaull t o l ift ~e l~aded ne• s 

!rO!ll the OOJ('Ns ill ;;h.e dum]:> . Thus, we saved 'the manual 

labor of unloading supplies :rom a boat and piling it on 

the beach and lat er relcadi.ng it. for :;be move to the dump. 

Also, T 8 saved unloading at. 'the d\.l!ap . Yle had F !'OCu.Md t.he 

cargo nets on t he basis of six per DiJ}.'W Thich we anti­

cipated using as follows: 2 on board sbip being loa<!ed, 

2 on the WY.'If enrou.te to or from 'the dump and 2 in ~he 

dump being unloadad. The p~m proved highly succes s f'..U. 

but experience showed that we sho~d provide for losses • 

Our trucks Tere UBed to unload the limited a..OUJlt o! loose 

supplies which came to tbs be.aches in landing cra.f't and for 

unloading di.rectly froa LCTs and lSI's which came into tba 

S!Ull harbor a.ft.er the tQftll was captured. l3y using our 

tr&ru!porta tion around. the clock Te were able to keep the 

be&cbee clear and to lliO'V8 a !ar greater amount of supplies 

t.ban we at that tiDe t:.hco.lebt possible . 

'fibile I doubt that at Fedala. we •ere wccess!Ul in 

landing more tba.D 100 tons a day, which I t hink is a very 
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geououa est.i."tata, in t.ha land.L"l!S a t. Si:U;.- rltb a-.u­

traosportatioo we DIOV8d on the av;z-age ir."\11" 2 , m "..003 

a day over the baaches . You <:an see t!:e t.rell!s:ido\13· 

~terence. As a result of <mr incraa~ed capability, we 

were able to support tbe Jd llivisioo 'l'ask Force, ~rhich .,.as 

a taat tar of eOJDe 50 or 60, 000 so::.~U.ers rtt.h all •hair k~­

portati.oo and &quipruent not only in their l and:l.!lg but a.l.so 

in the 5llbeaquent o~ration.s i.nl.&nd. In addition to tr.at 

we bad l!lore lee1'FlQ' Yitb our people in that we were not 

tied dawn Yith the trG!Dilndous amount of = ual la:,Or on 

the beaches which previoll3ly bad been r &quired to m;;:,!!all.y 

handle supplies , 

In o ther words our work capacity, our flexibility and 

maneuvaMihility ~as tremendously increased. This enabl ed 

:us to use part ot tbe regilllent f or other miasions . Vie 

sent C Canpazv up to Cal tanissetta. to set up a.nd operata. 

a supply dump there. Later on we sent another detac::Oent 

to Nera and operat ed a supply t .bare. Also , about a nek 

at'ter the l anding the J d Bat talion opaMd up ~;he por t o! 

Php.edocle, -?deb waa about )0 a.Uea west o! Lica ta and 

aasiata.d in the suppl;r of the 82d Ai.rborDa Division which 

waa attacking west along t be coast, and the 1s t Armored 

DiVision which wa$ attacking north fr0111 Agregeoto to 

capture Palermo , 
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Anot.he r lesson learned in :<-eda.:.a =d .tppl ia;i tn 

Sicily was the !act t.h.a:. engineer sold::.ers, wnile !QoC 

at. engineer taaks, are not qua11 fiad as o~~~co ~PP11 

experts or s~nal supply exp9;rts. for t.hl! 'l.!llldi.n& in 

Sicily we had atta: bed to 'olS !or the landings some 6 , 000 

ee:vice troops. Alllont; otbers • e had a.n ordnance a=cuni­

tion company, an an!;inear supply ® t.acl:c<!nt , a siinal 

co:apan:y and we nan had sevaral anti-~cra.tt CCIIIp&nies 

With SO caliber ~~~&Chine &W"lll for defense along t.re ':>aacn. 

Tbus, we bad the aerrlce troop:s to ope;rat.e what. reall;r 

amounted 'to a base depot. il'ben th&se troops landed ~ . .e7 

moved directly to those :~upply a..-ea.s which had been picked 

out beforehand a.nd they received the s11pplies as they 

came in, segregated them and knew where tbey were when 

needed. I'n heard Gar Dartdson 8Jld others SIQ' that. the 

beacbea at. Licata nre the onl,y places you could &Q to 

and really lalow what wa:s anilable by ·~ o! suppl ~es . 

That wa:s due n.ot so much to ~ a.s to au.r attached P"Ople 

who opera tad the c!wlps and tbe aupplies. Col . Chubbuck 

au up a :special •tat! that did a -rery excelle nt. job of 

coor dinating the operations ot all t bose attached people • 

.am I talld.n& t.oo much, doctor? 

Col. Sb.otnll: No. !low, I thiJ:Ik I recall you want through Sicily a:s t he 
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:01 . Garde s: No. OJr c 

went on i.J 

after tba 

tbat .. en1 

trouble 

our los! 

operati< 

- t.hat. 

~ ~'0'0 
/wion 
I 
a sorae 

Col . Shotwell: Will , Ia hi.:! run 

over tc 

landini 

Col. Garc:les: Yes 1 o 

assem.l 

bound 

Binr 

were eonc•• -- • gp and 1. 

I 
Irs to 

~bt, 

I We 

.c eau persorJJel 

replaceaeots wbo arrived eo l ate that we pu~ them 1.n a 

follow-up convoy. Abou~ ten days lat•r ..,., reloaded tor 

Tbat turned out t o be t he i,nvuion ot ltal7 at Salerno, 
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Cn tJ-=S Salerno operation lfe con~ t..it.U"t~ed ~h~ !..nfar.tr:; 

reserve for the assault. rwo or !. i'.z-~e : cx;;pa.ni es l'rO<Z> 

t he regiment. we nt ashore on the mornir.g of the :.and~ 

aDd that night tbey outposted the armor tbat. we had 

a3hore along the Sele River . About dusk I receivad 

orders fr01:1 the 36t h Divi.9ion t o have the rest or t he 

regiment brought ashore as quickly as possible and to 

ass!!lllble in tha n cioity o! Paes tum. Th9 rest or the 

regiment un1oaded dur1n;; that night and by noon the next 

dey we were pretty well assembled. en D-plu.s-1 and D-plllS-

2 we psr! ormed a number of small engineering taaks; as 

:for EiX.aaple, repairing the bridge o'l'l!r the Sele River, 

and assisting on the beaches. l think ·it ...as the 

ni&ht o:f D-plu.s--2 that •e were ord ered to send a bat ta.lion 

ap the road toward Batt.a.pagl.i.a to seir.e eome high ground 

about two m.lles beyond the Sele River. 1bis 1ra3 in the 

area between the Bri t i sh and Allleri<:aA beaches and was 

st ill under Genaan c ontrol. Tbe 3d Battalion {les.s H 

CaJ!P&lY) 111 th D CompllliY and one battery a ttached nre 

a..st rid& t be road at ~break, After a he;rq fire t igh.t 

that day they reached th.eir objective by late afternoon . 
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Eawevar, by night.- fall l'..a.J..L the battalicn l"<lS ::ut off . 

Contact !laS reei!itablished be!;ween elements of the 

battalion that ni6ht. About day-break tba following 

morning a battalion of the 36t.h Division C11.!11e :;p. .l.d-

jua~ent of tbe lines t ook placs which placed tbe 3d 

Battalion of too )6th E:nginsers on the left of the road 

and the infantJ:7 bat talio.n on the ri&.ht. The )d 

Battalion held this position against repeated German 

attacks ootodth.staoding be:ing partiall y OTer-nm by 

Geraan tanQ during oo.a of the attaclca. ( lolentioa is .made 

of this incident j,D ~J!istorlcal Division's boolcJ.et on 
.,?L..J:$~ 

Sale:rnoi ita,._ took part in the bn!U<out about five days 

lacter and then returoed to engineer duties.}. 
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